Below is the final e-mail report for the 2011 Virginia General Assembly Session. During the recently concluded 2011 Session, Bill Schmidt, VFC State Legislation Chair, has put together very concise reports which I have forwarded to all VFC e-mail addresses via NARFE GEMS. The main business of the 2011 General Assembly is now behind us.  Bill Schmidt has done a fantastic job keeping us aware of the many issues covering the budget, transportation and the veto session as well as redistricting. As always, your comments on these General Assembly reports are always welcome!!!!!

At the upcoming VFC Convention (April 25 – 28), Bill Schmidt has been placed in nomination for the position of VFC Secretary by the VFC Nominating Committee.  In the event that the Convention Delegates cast their votes in his favor, the VFC will be in need of a State Legislation Committee Chair.  Additionally, Carroll Graham, who has provided outstanding assistance to the Committee Chair for several years, has decided to step down from his position as State Legislation Representative.  If interested in either position, please contact myself or Bill Schmidt for more information.

William “Bill” Shackelford

VFC President

WShack1951@aol.com
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The 2010 – 2012 biennial budget was amended to reflect an upward adjustment of the General Fund revenues due to an improving economy and the sale of some state assets. The new revenue estimates are:

                                   First Year                        Second Year                       Total

General fund:        $15,723,853,318               $16,296,690,224           $32,020,543,542

Non Gen fund        $28,025,476,142               $25,131,007,263           $53,156,483,405

Total available       $43,749,329,460               $41,427,697,487           $85,177,026,947

The House approved the conference report 97 – 0 and the Senate passed it 40 – 0. It took an extra day to gain a compromise version of the bill that both houses would accept. The budget bill is 550 pages long.

Among the changes in the budget bill are several that permit the hiring of judges to replace ones who have died or retired since budget restrictions were put in place on July 1, 2010.  

Some funding for transportation was included in the budget. Also some companion bills provided a more efficient way to fund local transportation infrastructure. The General Assembly approved Governor McDonnell's transportation plan which relies on $2.9 billion of bond debt. $1.8 billion of that is an acceleration of bonds the General Assembly had already approved, so the debt service is already built into the budget. The additional $1.1 billion in new bonds will be backed by Federal highway money. This way the state can take advantage of lower interest rates and much more competitive construction costs. The GA also created a transportation infrastructure bank. Localities can use this bank to finance local infrastructure projects.

The amount of funding available to localities for K – 12 education is determined in part by what is called a composite index which uses local real estate values and personal wealth to adjust the relative state funding levels. As economic conditions began to depress two years ago these indices changed so that some areas would have received significant reductions in their state funds for education in the 2010 – 1012 budget.  In Northern Virginia the real estate and wealth factors diminished very fast which created a relative boost in the N VA index. The 2010 budget included several million dollars to help many of those school divisions adjust to the new calculated composite index slowly. 97 school divisions received "hold harmless" payments in the 2010 – 2011 school year. The budget amendments adopted in 2011 include additional funding to continue to aid many of these localities.  

While there was a discussion of defunding Public Radio and Television, only some of the funding was eliminated. While community Access to Educational, Economic and Cultural Programming through Public Television was reduce by almost $1 million in the second year of the budget, Financial Assistance for Educational Telecommunications was increased by about $400 thousand.

One area where the budget did not grow as much as the Governor requested was the funding for additional civil commitment for sex offenders after they served their original sentences. The legislature chose instead to investigate the program's explosive growth. Instead of approving the $70 million requested over the next year and a half to keep more than 200 offenders held at a psychiatric facility for treatment in Burkeville legislators decided to double-bunk up to 150 of the offenders and consider transferring some of them to one of the 19 other states with civil commitment programs. A legislative panel will study the program over the summer. The General Assembly approved only an additional $14 million to deal with immediate needs.
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