State Legislation: 2011 session report #1
The General Assembly opens at 12 noon on Jan 12 2011 and will continue for 45 days.  The Session will be dominated by the shrinking State budget. The projected shortfall is only in the $200 million range this year rather than the $2 billion range seen last year. Governor McDonnell has asked the Legislature to adopt $191.6 million in cuts and adjustments to the current two-year budget. The spending adjustments will redirect money for certain education, transportation and job expansion programs.  The Governor's education proposal includes more money for higher education.  His transportation plan includes $4 billion in new transportation money over the next ten years.  Most of the new transportation money comes from borrowing. Most of the authority for the borrowing was passed during previous legislature sessions. The Governor recognizing the current lower interest rates and the lower costs due to a more competitive bidding environment is asking to accelerate the rate of bond issuance. 
Bills have begun to be filed in both the House and senate Del Roslyn Dance has reentered three bills to make absentee voting easier and to allow for early voting. (HB1400, HB1401, and HB1402). These bills died in the 2010 House P&E committee.  Delegate Robert Marshall has introduced a bill (HB 1506) to require that foreclosure proceedings cannot go forward until the foreclosing bank has been identified in the local clerk of the courts records as the duly assigned owner of the note. Delegate Marshall also wants the commonwealth of Virginia to study the possibility of the State minting money (HJ557) in competition with the U.S. Government.  In an effort to control the legislature’s creation of new fees, Del. Marshall is introducing a state constitutional amendment, (HJ496) which will require that  the legislature shall not increase any tax, fine or fee or decrease any deduction, exception or credit in an appropriation bill.  It can be passed separately but not in the budget.  Because the budget involves money, taxes can be raised without violating the single subject prohibition in the state constitution.  Eight bills to outlaw synthetic marijuana have been submitted, 4 in the House (HB1423,HB1427, HB1473 and HB1481) by Delegates  Miller, Oder, Bell and Cleveland; and four in the Senate by Senators Herring, Normant, Houck, and Smith ( SB745, SB746, SB748 and SB 749). 
