VFC Public Relations Report-Oct 16, 2011-Jan. 22, 2012
STATUS of CHAPTER PR CHAIRS: 17 chapters without a designated PR Chair.  PR emails are sent to Chapter Presidents without PR Chairs.  Please let me know if there have been any changes in the chapter PR Chairs.   (Current list attached)
ACTIVITIES:  Four new Zap Banners were purchased and given to Area VPs. (One should be on display in the room). Pat Talyor has the banner to share with Area I and II Chapters, Jack McMurchy has the banner to share with Area III and IV Chapters, Jessie Barksdale has the banner to share with Area V and VI Chapters and Leslie Ravenell has the banner to share with Area VII and VIII Chapters. Area XI and X Chapters will continue to use the old Zap banner which I have at the present time.

Area VPs were also given a box of coffee mugs with NARFE and VFC seals to use as part of their responsibilities. We also have NARFE bags, NARFE Sticky Notes, and NARFE pens, letter openers and tape measures for use at membership recruiting events. These items were purchased with VFC PR budget funds and, in some cases, NARFE Matching Funds. 
SUPPORT:  Area II, IV, VII, and X VPs participated in a number of health fairs during open season.  VFC PR STUFF was sent or given the Area VPs.
VFC WEB SITE:  Thanks to the help of Stan Palen, I have placed updated information on the web site about our PR activities.
UPDATES:  Sent out 2 updates on PR activities to Chapter PR Chairs and Chapter Presidents.

LICENSE PLATE PROJECT: Worked with Sam Harris, VFC Treasurer, to coordinate VFC license plate financial information.
CURRENT STATUS: As of January 20, 2012 we have 63 applications, an increase of 9 since the last Board meeting.  I have asked the PR Chairs and Chapter Presidents to work toward getting 8 to 10 people in their chapters signed up so we get meet the required 450.  I am pleased to announce that the Woodbridge Chapter 1270 in Area IX was the first chapter to reach and exceed the goal of 8-10.  The Chapter has reserved a total of 14 plates!  This proves it can be done. Area IX leads among the 10 Areas with 22. We still have a LONG way to go and need the help of EVERY chapter!  See attached list of numbers of participants by Area and Chapter.
MATCHING FUNDS: We closed the year with 13 Matching Fund Projects for a total $14,151.56. Ten of the projects were Chapter projects and three were VFC projects. NARFE Headquarters provided $6,823.27, VFC provided $5,188.31 and the Chapters provided $2,139.98. Keep matching funds in mind as you plan your Chapter year projects. These funds are there to help with recruiting new members to NARFE. So look for opportunities to represent NARFE and recruit new members in 2012.
CHAPTER VISITS:  Springfield Chapter 893 in December, and in January, I spoke on VFC PR activities and the License Plate Project to Shenandoah Chapter 2358. In March, I’m scheduled to speak at Harrisonburg Chapter 164.
WINTER BREAK: I’ll be spending the next 7 weeks in my Bradenton, Florida “Sub office”. I can be reached by email or cell. I’ll be back in time to attend the VFC Convention.
