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1.  Legislation in Congress.  Several bills reflecting NARFE priorities were introduced in the last (109th) Congress; none were enacted.  In the House, Tom Davis’ Premium Conversion bill attracted 340 cosponsors – there are 435 Members of the House plus 5 non-voting delegates – but Ways and Means Committee Chairman Bill Thomas (R-CA) withheld the bill from action.  The same pattern prevailed in the Senate – 64 Senators cosponsored John Warner’s Premium Conversion bill,  but the bill stayed in Senate Finance.  Repealing the Government Pension Offset (GPO) and Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) also had significant support in both Houses, with the same result.  Cost, and other, higher Congressional priorities were the main reasons.  Thus NARFE’s principal wins have been negative.  Thanks mainly to National’s lobbying, and the support of friends in Congress, no adverse budget actions were approved, though creative suggestions for cutting retirement benefits were offered at various times.  In the new 110th Congress NARFE’s agenda has made fair progress.  Bills have been introduced in both Houses covering Premium Conversion, and repeal of the GPO and WEP.  A WEP reform House bill is also in the hopper; a bill to authorize full House voting rights for D.C.’s delegate has been approved in two committees but seems to face fresh perils daily.  I will have more information about NARFE bills when I present the National Legislation committee report.

2.  2006 National Convention.  Each biennial NARFE convention must adopt a legislative program for the new Congress which will take office the following January.  Last September I chaired the committee which wrote the new Legislative Program for the 110th Congress.  (Copies are in materials distributed to this Convention’s attendees at registration.)  Relatively little about our program has changed.  A few items from the old program were deleted as obsolete, and two new objectives were added by vote of the National Convention’s attendees – (1) House voting rights for the District of Columbia, and (2) securing locality pay (in lieu of their current COLA calculation) for federal employees in Hawaii and Alaska.   

3.  2007 National Legislative Training Conference.  Congressional District Liaisons were our new feature at this conference.  Virginia has 15 CDL’s – two each for the 1st , 4th,  and 10th  House districts, one each for the other eight districts, and one for the two Senators.  Nine of the eleven districts were represented at the Conference, and only one District, the 2nd, was not visited on March 6, when conferees went up to the Hill to lobby.  Conference organization followed the usual pattern - two days of training on issues, plus relevant talks by outside speakers at lunch on Sunday and Monday, followed by a day on Capitol Hill lobbying House and Senate offices.  .

4.  NARFE-PAC.  Virginia failed to reach its goal of $85,000 for the 2-year cycle of the 109th Congress, contributing $82,351.  So in January the VFC Board re-established the $85,000 goal for collections during the 110th.  New NARFE-PAC pins for the new cycle are $20, and will be available at the Convention.  Bedford Chapter had Virginia’s best participation rate, at 28.0 percent; Middle Peninsula Chapter’s 23 contributors had the largest average gift, at $37.61.  On donations to campaigns, the four resident National Officers decide amounts and which campaigns receive NARFE-PAC support.  In the last cycle NARFE-PAC contributed: $3,000 to Senator Allen; $4,000 to Rep. JoAnn Davis; $3,000 to Rep. Drake; $2,000 to Rep. Scott; $2,000 to Rep. Forbes; $3,000 to Rep. Goode; $1,000 to Rep. Goodlatte; $2,000 to Rep. Cantor; and $10,000 each to Reps. Moran, Wolf, and Tom Davis. 
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