VFC ANNUAL REPORT – 2007
Wilton L. Ward, Alzheimer’s Chair
 At the April 2006 VFC Convention, the Alzheimer’s Committee set a goal of $55,000 for calendar year 2006, the same as 2005 when over $58,000 was donated.  For 2006, donations totaled $46,613.15, or short of the goal. Chapter circumstances meant two golf tournaments and a dinner dance of previous years were not held in 2006. Also, the 2005 total included a substantial number of memorial contributions for VFC Past President Jim Richards.

Donations came from 49 chapters, averaging $951 per chapter and $2.29 per member. The total figure includes 44 contributions of $2,426 (individuals in 24 chapters) made directly to Alzheimer’s Association, Chicago. Chapters received credit for these donations even though the money did not go through the VFC Alzheimer’s Chair.  The ten leading chapters in 2006 contributions were:
      Chapter          Amt        Members            Chapter                     Amt             Members

      Springfield     $5,932    1,853                   Midlothian               1,691           362

      Woodbridge   $5,182       782                   Louisa                      1,550           137 
      Winchester     $4,747       631                   Falls Run                 1,386             92

      Annandale      $2,763       546                   Northern Neck         1,162           283

      Fairfax            $2,105    1,104                   New River Valley   1,114            212

The VFC continues to lead all NARFE Federations in cumulative donations ($331,053) since 1999 when state-by-state amounts became available. Nationally, NARFE donations totaled $6,762,465 as of January 31, 2007. The goal of $7 million by 2007 should be reached before yearend. The next NARFE national goal is $8 million with no set date.

 During the past year, the NARFE Alzheimer’s Committee selected three research projects to receive NARFE donations, bringing to 35 the number of projects funded since the inception of the NARFE-Alzheimer’s Association program. Based on the research projects and clinical trials now underway in the United States and other countries, real optimism exists that substantial progress is being made in finding effective treatments for Alzheimer’s disease. However, we should not forget that medical research is time consuming and expensive.  From the inception of a project through clinical trials and Food and Drug Administration approval usually takes several years.

Activities involved in meeting the VFC Alzheimer’s Chair responsibilities include: During 2006, I received and processed 475 donation checks and made monthly reports to Alzheimer’s Association, Chicago. Since the 2006 VFC Convention, I have been the program speaker at five chapter meetings (one canceled due to weather), attended the Chapter 1270 (Woodbridge) fashion show, attended a seminar of the Virginia Coalition for the Aging on long term care, participated in fund raising efforts of Chapter 1159 (my own chapter), and discussed the NARFE Alzheimer’s program with many individuals at non-NARFE meetings.

Overall, chapters have done an outstanding job in supporting the NARFE Alzheimer’s program. However, there is room for improvement, especially in some of the larger membership chapters.

THANKS FOR EACH DONATION AND FUND RAISING PROJECT. 
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