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There are eight individual and different chapters in Area VIII, each chapter made up of individual members with varying backgrounds and ideas.  But there are two common themes in Area VIII: 1) a belief in NARFE and its overall goals and 2) a group of chapter officers and program chairs providing the leadership to meet those goals and address the issues.  Chapter leadership starts right at the top and Area VIII has been most fortunate in having dedicated and hard working chapter presidents in 2006 and 2007.  A big thank you to the 2006 outgoing chapter presidents: Richard Geary from Fredericksburg Chapter 90; Dwight Moritz from Warrenton/Fauquier Chapter 1549, who moved to Indiana; and Mike Anderson from Falls Run Chapter 2343.  These chapters did select highly qualified individuals to serve as the 2007 chapter presidents: Dave Upchurch for Chapter 90; Bob McConahy for Chapter 1549; Ray Siewert for Louisa Chapter 2065, who replaced yours truly; and Don Shiffert for Chapter 2343.  Another big thank you to the 2006 chapter presidents who will continue their work in 2007: Anna Payne from Colonial Beach Chapter 595; Jon Baer from Northern Neck Chapter 1823; Mary Ryan from Lake of the Woods Chapter 1885; and Annette McDonald from Caroline Chapter 2112.

Area VIII ended 2006 with a net increase of 52 (2.62%) members over 2005.  Six chapters had a net increase, one chapter had no change, and one chapter had a net decrease.  Two chapters had a net increase that exceeded the VFC goal of a 5% increase: Chapter 1549 (5.48%) and Chapter 2343 (17.95%).  The net increase of 52 members in 2006 was double the net increase experienced in 2005.  This trend has continued through February 2007 with a net addition of 8 members.  Five chapters show a net increase, two chapters show no change, and one chapter shows a net decrease of one member.  While we are pleased with these membership gains, we are also saddened by the passing away of 35 members the past year.  We knew them, worked with them, and will miss them.

Last year was also a good year for Alzheimer’s contributions in Area VIII.  All eight chapters contributed to this worthwhile cause, with six chapters exceeding the VFC per capita amount.  Based on the year-end per capita amounts, the top two chapters were in Area VIII: Chapter 2065 with $11.32 per member and Chapter 2343 with $15.07 per member.  Congratulations to all.

Active chapters are viable chapters, and the Area VIII chapters fit that description.  Activities have been many and varied, something for everyone.  These activities have helped sustain the chapters over the years.  As a result, 4 of the chapters reached mile-stones this past year.  In October 2006, Chapter 1823 celebrated its 25th anniversary.  Then in 2007, Chapter 1885 celebrated its 25th anniversary in March, Chapter 1549 celebrated its 30th anniversary in April, and Chapter 595 celebrated its 50th anniversary in April.  This is a great accomplishment to be proud of and all four chapters are to be congratulated.

This past year started in earnest with the NARFE 2006 National Convention in Albuquerque.  Area VIII was fully represented, with four chapters having seven delegates attending the convention and carrying the proxies of the remaining four chapters.  Now the year is concluding (or starting anew) with the 2007 VFC Convention in Richmond.  The eight chapters in Area VIII are proud to host this convention and hope everyone has a most enjoyable time.  This year’s convention theme is Serving 56 Virginia Chapters.  So let us know how we can help you have a good stay.  A great way to end a great year.       
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