
VFC ANNUAL REPORT – 2007
George W. Hawkins, Area VI Vice President

 

Emphasis during the past year has been placed on helping chapters fill vacant positions for officers and committee chairs. All four chapters in Area VI have experienced difficulty in filling at least some of the positions. Getting members to attend chapter meetings is basic to having members willing to serve.

 

Starting with a joint meeting of chapters from Areas V and VI in Roanoke on March 31, emphasis will be placed on membership. Bill Martin, VFC Second Vice President, Dennis Martin, VFC Membership Committee Chair and Carolyn Wilson, VFC Public Relations Committee Chair, will lead the discussions on membership recruitment and retention.

 

Hosting the VFC 2008 Annual Convention, which will be held in Roanoke, will, of necessity, be a major focus for chapters in Areas V and VI. Initial consideration of what will be required will be a part of the program during the March 31 meeting. David Smith, VFC First Vice President, and Bill Martin, VFC Second Vice President, will be leading the discussion on this.

 

Joe Spence, VFC Area V Vice President, and I will be hosting the March 31 meeting.

 

The VFC 2008 Annual Convention, helping chapters remain as strong as possible and membership in NARFE will be the areas of emphasis for the coming year.

 
* * *

VFC ANNUAL REPORT – 2007
Glenn M. Zech, Area VII Vice President

The status of the Chapters in Area VII is excellent.  All Chapters have fine leadership and are functioning well. 

Staunton-August-Waynesboro Chapter 178.   The program year included a concerted outreach effort, with an eye toward retaining current members.  The Chapter is also focusing on improved services to its members, especially those members who do not attend meetings regularly.  An informative newsletter helps to ensure that members understand and appreciated the benefits of NARFE and chapter membership.  The Chapter began using ads in the newsletter to help offset printing and mailing costs.  A member survey conducted during the year had a 56% response rate, with 98% of responders citing the usefulness and benefits of the newsletter.  Twelve to 18 percent of members attend meetings regularly.  However, the wide geographic area served by the Chapter —four counties and four cities—is a deterrent to higher meeting attendance.  A Chapter meeting was held in the Lexington (southern-most boundary) for the first time this year, resulting the best yearly attendance and the recruitment of two new members.  Survey results also indicated that members want diversified meeting programs, i.e., speakers as well as fun events.  The Chapter added a dedicated Program Chair who has scheduled programs, topics and meeting locations for the year.  A Chapter picnic has also been scheduled for first time in June.  A joint meeting was held with Harrisonburg Chapter 164 to hear Senator Emmett Hanger, whose district covers both Chapters.  He presented a summary of the 2007 General Assembly accomplishments.

Winchester Chapter 180.   An active Membership Chair and Committee proved good results in retaining and increasing Chapter membership.  The telephone calling-tree and e-mail notifications 
Glenn M. Zech, Area VII Vice President (continued)
about monthly programs and luncheons, as well as the $100 attendance prize, are proving to very useful in attracting meeting attendance.  An open meeting in October, when the four candidates for the House District 10 seat participated, drew 240 people.  Fund raising for Alzheimer’s Research remains a Chapter priority.  The Alzheimer’s Committee holds monthly drawings for donated prizes; a annual silent auction; the raffle of counted cross-stitch art and an uncut sheet of 32 US $2.00 bills; and a special November collection, raising $4,662.25.  The Tour Chair planned four trips for members with all profits donated to the NARFE Alzheimer’s Research Fund.  For the third year the Chapter sponsored a precinct for Kid’s Voting in the November General Election.  Twelve members attended the VFC Convention and four attended the National Convention in Albuquerque.  The Chapter was pleased that one of its members, Joe Beaudoin, was elected NARFE Region X Vice President, at the National Convention. 

Page Valley Chapter  1793.   Jim Blubaugh was installed as President and Jerry Griffin as Vice President, for the 2007 program year.   Neil McKendry stepped down as president after eight years of dedicated service.   The new president’s program agenda provides for greater outreach in the legislative area.  During the year, the chapter made visits to offices of Senators Allen and Warner, Congressman Cantor, State Senator Obenshain, and State Delegate Gilbert, to promote and show support for NARFE’s legislative goals.  Plans are underway for a first visit to Senator Webb and further meetings with Congressman Cantor.  In March, Jim Blubaugh joined with members of the Harrisonburg and Staunton Chapters to talk with State Sen. Emmett Hangar in support of VFC issues.  Finally, the Page Valley Chapter was recognized by VFC for having the highest per member contribution to the NARFE Alzheimer’s Research Fund.  Congratulations.

Charlottesville Chapter 135.   The Chapter is functioning well.  Meeting attendance has been holding steady during the year.  The Chapter meets in the Golden Corral restaurant, where an attractive buffet lunch is provided at a reasonable cost.  Space at the restaurant barely accommodated the members attending the January meeting, when officers for the 2007 program year were installed.  While larger meeting accommodations would be desirable, it is difficult to find a bigger space with reasonably priced meals.  Chapter leadership continues strong.  Dick Taylor, who has served as president for several years, agreed to serve one more year.  The Chapter Board continues to work on recruitment and retention although its membership has remained about even for the year.  The Executive Board is committed to doing more in 2007 program year.    

Harrisonburg Chapter 164   During year, the Chapter maintained an active program of monthly meetings, combining a buffet lunch, a brief business meeting and a guest speaker.   Speakers ranged from local civic officials to a young handicapped man who testified how the Special Olympics program benefited him.  An auction of items donated by members is held during the February meeting each year with the proceeds going to the Alzheimer’s program.  The 2006 auction was successful in raising over $2,000 for the Alzheimer’s Research Fund and assistance programs.  A picnic was held in August at a local park as a social event where members can get to know one another better.  The December Christmas meeting was a festive occasion held at the Spotswood Country Club.  Officers for the 2007 program year were installed by the Area VII Vice President.   Overall, 2006 was considered a successful program year!  

Area VII.  This is my last report as the Area Vice President.  It has been a privilege serving in this position for three years.  Thanks to the area chapters for giving me this opportunity.  It was an extraordinary experience working with Chapter officers and especially with Presidents Dick Taylor, Charlottesville; Art Henderickson, Staunton; Bob Brady, Harrisonburg; Jim Blubaugh, Page Valley; and Milt Boyce, Winchester and with immediate Past Presidents Neil McKendry, Page Valley; Dick Murphy, Staunton; and Al Lilliendahl, Harrisonburg.   Finally, serving with the devoted officers and chairpersons on the VFC Board is an experience for which I am deeply grateful.
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