VFC ANNUAL REPORT – 2007
Joseph D. Lee, Area IV Vice President

It is a sincere honor and privilege to serve as Area IV Vice President. I thank each of you for your patience, guidance, direction, and support during the year. Joining together enhances a spirit to accomplish tasks set before us in the most pleasant manner possible.

Organizational Structure- Area IV consists of approximately 970 members. Chapter Presidents    are as follows:  Ch. 63 Portsmouth- Raymond Ballard (repeat); Ch. 1293 Churchland- Joseph D. Lee, Sr. (repeat); Ch. 1682 Chesapeake- Janet Payne Swann (new); Ch. 1697 Brentwood- Walter Broadnax (repeat); Ch. 1743 Suffolk- John Bright (repeat). Each chapter has one or more positions unfilled. Increased efforts must be made to strengthen each chapter.
Membership/Retention- Two chapters participated in health fairs in Portsmouth at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard (NNSY) on November 28, 2006, and at the Naval Medical Center November 29, 2006. At the NNSY, Ch. 1293 distributed over 850 NARFE magazine packets and 250 brochures/pamphlets with information related to benefits, history, and political actions associated with NARFE.  Ch. 1897 participated in the Naval Medical Center Health Fair and distributed about 150 magazine packets and associated brochures/pamphlets. Ch. 1743 requested and received matching funds to obtain a booth at the Suffolk Peanut Festival (October 12-16). Approximately 550 information packets (sealed in plastic envelopes) were distributed to CFEs and retirees. An American flag, NARFE banner, and the “Zapper” were used as booth displays. Main attraction was free peanuts provided at no charge by a local vendor.

Special Programs.  Area IV Newsletter has been established by Editor Ed Wilusz and host Ch. 1293. Second issue is scheduled within 30 days. All members contacted are very pleased with the content, subject matter, and preparation. Most pointed out that knowing what other chapters are doing presented ideas that others may chose to follow. Four of the five Area IV chapters are participating and the last chapter is expected to join when a reporter is recruited.

A NARFE advertisement has been placed in the St. Terese Church Bulletin by using matching funds. After-action report has been submitted and follow-up action will continue. By mid-March, two members have been recruited. Ad will run for about four more months.  Commercial automated phone call messages are being used by Ch. 63 Portsmouth and Ch. 1293 Churchland.  Calls range from five cents to ten cents per message of 35 seconds. We anticipate the calls will stimulate interest, attention, and greater participation at chapter meetings.

A variety of guest speakers have been utilized from VFC, local commercial sources, and Bon Secour medical facilities to generate interest, attention, and improve attendance at chapter meetings. Speakers and their topics have included: Bon Secour nurse Laurie Jesz, Breast Cancer and treatments; VFC President Ann Collins, NARFE Legislative Program and 2006 National Convention; Dr. Ellias J. Arbid, M.D.,  Prevention and Treatment of Vascular Disease; Sally Triolet, Special Events Coordinator, Bon Secours Maryview, Cardiac Wellness and Stresses Effects; Portsmouth Police Department Officers J.D. Thomas and Jason Roten, Identity Theft; Patricia Lacey, Educational Director, Alzheimer’s Association,  progression of Alzheimer’s disease and 2006 Memory Walk; Carolyn Wilson, VFC Public Relations Chair, VFC matching funds, service centers, and NARFE recruitment; Linda Fletcher, Blue Cross/Blue Shield,  insurance plans and upcoming health fairs at NNSY and Naval Medical Center. 

Overall evaluation of Area IV is good. Continued improvement in Chapter operations is desired. Greater participation of chapter members is essential to strengthen the chapters and gain increased involvement in NARFE programs. Focusing on improvement in 2007 will continue with greater emphasis.
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