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As your 1st Vice President, my major duties include working with the ten Area Vice Presidents to support the 56 NARFE Chapters in Virginia.  This has been an exceptionally good group to share time and challenges with in accomplishing the Federation’s objectives.  We were saddened by the death of Ralph Hoyle, AVP I in August; however, Sharon Rose stepped up to work with the three chapters in the area.  Allen Wright accepted the position of AVP V on a temporary basis at last year’s convention and Joseph Spence later agreed to fill this position.

Each of the ten areas has shown positive results in various areas.  To assist chapters that had been unable to publish their own newsletters, AVPs in Areas II, III and IV have established area wide newsletters with each chapter within their area providing information to be included.  These newsletters have received very positive feedback from their chapter members.  Thirty chapters showed an increase in membership during 2006.  Overall, Virginia’s membership increased by 2.26% in 2006.  Much work has gone on not only in recruitment of new members, but to also deal with the challenges to retain members over the long haul.

My secondary major responsibility has been to serve as VFC Coordinator for the 2007 VFC Convention.  The eight chapters in Area VIII are hosting the convention this year, including Louisa 2065, Lake of the Woods 1885, Falls Run 2342, Fredericksburg 90, Northern Neck 1823, Warrenton/Fauquier 1549, Colonial Beach 595, and Caroline/Bowling Green 2112.  I have been very impressed with the interest and excitement within the convention committee to fulfill their respective roles in order to make the convention a success.  A big thank you goes to this group!

I had a number of opportunities to promote NARFE and its objectives during the year including: two presentations at Fort Lee’s pre-retirement seminars, speaker for a NARFE sponsored meeting with federal employee union officials in Portsmouth, staffed a NARFE table at the Federal Executive Association’s Public Service Recognition banquet, attended the Senior Navigator Compass Rose Ceremony where NARFE was recognized, attended the Virginia Center on Aging Legislative Breakfast, then visited delegates and senators at the General Assembly offices afterwards.

Chapter speaker opportunities included: Imperial Plaza 1510, Richmond 60, South of the James 1138, Danville 1011, Southside 2079, Fredericksburg 90, and Martinsville/Henry 1882.  Other chapter visits included: Colonial Heights 1472, Fredericksburg 90, Imperial Plaza 1510, Tuckahoe 1727 and Lake of the Woods 1885.

Other activities during the year included participation in the following: three VFC Board Meetings; Area meetings for III, V, VI, VII, and VIII; State Legislation Program planning meeting; Region X President’s Conference; NARFE National Convention; VFC sponsored CFE Pre-Retirement Seminar in Chantilly; National Legislative Seminar including visits to both Virginia Senators’ Capitol Hill Offices.  In addition, I worked with AVPs V and VIII to fill leadership positions in Lynchburg and Fredericksburg.

If elected at the 2007 VFC State Convention, I look forward to serving as your Federation President in the coming year!!
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