VFC ANNUAL REPORT – 2006

J. Carroll Graham, State Legislation Chair

Resolutions from the  2005  VFC  Convention;  from many Chapters and Area Vice Presidents; 
deliberation of the State Legislation Committee; and finally the approval of the Board of Directors at its October meeting--resulted in the development of a very ambitious and extensive  STATE  LEGISLATION ACTION PLAN for 2006 in the General Assembly. Also, in October  the  VFC  Executive  Board  approved  the  distribution  of  $9,300  from  its  State Political Account to 43 candidates who supported, or purported to support VFC issues in the 100 Delegate races throughout the Commonwealth on November 8th, 2005.  Thirty nine (39) won election or re-election.  Several tax-related issues such as capping real estate assessments and seeking increases capping  real  estate  assessments  and  seeking  increases  to  the means
testing for age deduction to single and married taxpayers over 65 years; as well as proposed legislation authorizing absentee voting for those 65 and over--all of these bills were defeated or tabled until the next session.  Some bills of interest were passed by the House and Senate  and now await Governor Tim  Kaine's approval, namely: HB 110--requiring each State agency to examine how the aging  population will affect  the  delivery  of services; HB 226--requiring the State Transportation Board to establish specific mobility goals for the needs of persons with limited mobility and incorporate such goals in the Statewide Transportation Plan; HB
759--requiring  the  Board  of  Medical Assistance to develop  a  private-public long-term care 
partnership program to reduce Medicaid costs; HB 786--allows a long-term care insurance tax credit up  to  15% of  the  premium  on  individual  income  tax  returns  beginning in 2006; HB 
854-- requiring State agencies to review policies affecting seniors and persons with disabilities.
In addition, the General Assembly approved--continuation of funding of $250,000 for the  Senior Navigator Program (of which VFC NARFE is an endorser)--an added $1.3 million to the Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) to support rural and urban needs of the elderly.  During the entire year 2005, the VFC State Political Account received only $4,403.00 from 183 NARFE members (1.1%) statewide.  A goal of $30,000 was established by the VFC Board in July 2005 to be met in June 2006.  As of March 31, 2006, the Fund balance is $3,326.00. 
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