VFC ANNUAL REPORT – 2006

William F. {Bill} Martin, Area VIII Vice President
The most exciting thing about this last quarter is the fact that Area VIII is continuing to show an increase in membership!  At the end of February, there were 1,999 members compared to 1,982 at the start of the year, and 1,956 at the start of 2005.  We have aggressively worked to convince members, who have allowed their membership to cease, to sign up again.  Since August 2005, approximately 109 members, allowed their memberships to lapse.  By concentrating on these folks, we were able to convince 26, or over 23% to renew their membership.  We are also doing quite well on increasing the number of members on dues withholding increasing the numbers from 164 at the start of 2005 with 190 members on dues withholding at the end of February 2006.  All chapters are to be congratulated for their efforts and encouraged to not let down in their efforts to continue the good work.
Also encouraging is the fact that all Area VIII chapters will be represented this year at the VFC convention!  There is great interest with many Resolutions and Constitution & By-Laws issues being considered.
Once again, I want to thank three outgoing chapter presidents who all worked very hard representing our needs:  Gayle Thompson from Chapter 1823 Northern Neck, Mary Norton from Chapter 595 Colonial Beach, and Ron Curling from Chapter 2112 Caroline County.  Thankfully, these chapters selected folks who are carrying on where these three left off:  Jon Baer for 1823, Anna Payne for 595, and Annette McDonald for 2112.  Then of course, I am thankful that five very competent chapter presidents continued in their positions from the prior year:  Richard Geary from Chapter 90 Fredericksburg, Dwight Moritz from Chapter 1549 Warrenton, Mary Ryan from Chapter 1885 Lake of the Woods, Art Klotz from Chapter 2065 Louisa, and Mike Anderson from Chapter 2343 Falls Run.
I would also like to recognize and thank those who have helped by representing program areas over the past year.  They are Mike Anderson-National Legislation, Jon Baer-State Legislation; Marilyn Root-Alzheimer’s, and Jean King-Membership.  Their advice and help has been appreciated.   Since Jon Baer has taken on the responsibility of chapter president, Ken Judy from Fredericksburg has assumed the state legislative duties and he too is to be thanked.
Although Area VIII had planned to sponsor the 2007 convention in Fredericksburg, the cost of facilities has made us change our minds.  We still plan to sponsor the convention, but we will ask this year convention to approve it being held once again at the Kroger Center in Midlothian.  With that in mind, we hope to see everyone at this years VFC convention and hope that many of you will plan to attend the national convention planned for Albuquerque.  Thanks to everyone for a wonderful year and we can hope and work for a better year in 2006.
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