VFC ANNUAL REPORT – 2006

Glenn M. Zech, Area VII Vice President

Area VII consists of five chapters—Charlottesville 135, Harrisonburg 164, Staunton-Augusta County-Waynesboro 178 (S-AC-W), Winchester 180 and Page Valley 1793.  All Chapters are functioning well with elected officers in key positions.  Incumbent presidents were returned for another year in four of the five chapters -- Dick Taylor in Charlottesville, Al Lilliendahl in Harrisonburg, Dick Murphy in S-AC-W, and Neil McKendry in Page Valley.  Milton Boyce is the newly elected President of Winchester.  Milton served as 1st Vice President before moving into the President’s position.

While recruitment and retention is a priority activity of the Area VII, Chapter leaders are concerned with the decrease in membership in their Chapter as well as area-wide.  Area-wide membership decrease was small (-1.6%) but it is a situation Chapters are working to reverse.  Chapter 178 (Staunton-Augusta County-Waynesboro) is recognized as the one Chapter that increased membership in 2005.  Chapter 164 (Harrisonburg) has increased membership in the first two months of 2006.  Dick Taylor explained that Charlottesville’s biggest issue is membership retention and its inability to recruit younger members.  Page Valley faces a similar issue of recruiting younger members.  While Page Valley is a small Chapter it has a cadre of dedicated and faithful members who attend meetings regularly.

All Chapters will have a least one representative at the VFC Convention in 2006.  While a complete report on numbers is not available from all chapters, Area VII expects an increase in the number of members participating in the 2006 Convention.  Winchester indicated that it will have about 12 delegates and members at the convention. Winchester also reported that for the second straight year it has acquired over $500 in ads for the Program Book.  The Chapter initiated a special fundraising for the NARFE Alzheimer’s Fund in collaboration with the Convention Committee.  A beautifully framed counted cross-stitch picture, donated by a member, will be raffled off at the Convention.  Raffle tickets will be sold at Winchester Chapter meetings as well as at the Convention.  During the year, Winchester sponsored Kids Voting in the November election (picture in April issue of NARFE Magazine), a Driver Safety Program, six members participated in the Harrisburg Chapter Management Development Symposium and contributed $5000 to local organizations serving persons with Alzheimer’s Disease in memory of a deceased member.    

Harrisonburg 164 continues to enjoy enthusiastic support with 25 to 30 percent of its members attending monthly meetings.  While the Chapter lost members in 2005, Charles Shuler, Membership Chairman, is energetically recruiting new members and following up with those whose membership has lapsed.  Recognition goes to Harrisonburg for a successful auction in which it raised $1217 for the NARFE Alzheimer’s fund – a new record for that Chapter.  Al Lilliendahl reported that the decision to move Chapter meetings to the Traditions Restaurant near Eastern Mennonite University has been very positive.  The facility provides space that is more conducive to conducting business meetings.

The four Area VII members provide favorable feedback on the Officer Training Session in Manassas.  They were especially appreciative of the opportunity to discuss Chapter management issues with NARFE Treasurer Dick Ostergren. Dick showed a sincere interest in their concerns and they felt confident their concerns will be addressed by the National Headquarters’ staff.

All who knew Walter Kahle were indeed sorry to learn of his death after a courageous battle with cancer.  Walter’s friendship and his contributions to the Virginia Federation of Chapters and Chapter 178 will be missed.  Our condolences to Gloria Kahle, who is an active and dedicated member of Chapter 178.  
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