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Elaine H. Caudill, Area VI Vice President

Chapter 111 Roanoke:
Our largest Chapter in Area VI consisting of active and retired federal employees from a variety of jobs that include U.S. Postal Service, V.A. Medical Center, Departments of Navy, Agriculture, Secret Service, Forestry, FBI, CIA, Defense, Soil and Conservation, NASA Space Program and others!  Just talking to some of these folks when I first joined NARFE about all their experiences made me want to come back to the meetings!  This year we lost a number of our members, including my friend and mentor, Dr. Nina Magier (who was retired Asst. Chief of Psychiatry and recruited me!).  She died 12/21/05 at the age of 95 in her own home.  Our Area VI Legislative Rep is John Shone, retired NASA (with lots of good stories from his experiences in the Space Program and US Navy in WWII--in both the Atlantic and Pacific.) John traveled with me to visit our politicians and made calls to their offices whenever called upon. We tried to take two other volunteers from our chapter to meet with Senator Allen and Congressman Boucher but could not get my work schedule (still active federal employee) to meet their scheduled home office times. However, I did get calls back from both and have now mailed brief letters to them along with our TALKING POINTS to remind them of our concerns, and to report the unhappiness and anxiety that  our retirees are having about the HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS being discussed!  I am happy to report that at least  six of us will be traveling to the VFC Convention coming up this month.
 
Chapter 1134 in New River Valley:
President McNabb reports that his Chapter is working hard on recruitment and have even started active pursuit of Postal Workers at their Conventions and active federal employees in the area.  This Chapter met for years at the Stone's Restaurant and later changed to Stone's Backyard Grill, but it finally closed for good and they had to find a new place to meet. So far, they have begun to gather at Anthony's in Blacksburg which carries a variety of luncheon choices and reasonably priced.  They are also looking at the Library as an option with coffee and doughnuts if folks decide they don't have to meet at meal time.  Their numbers are improving and four of them plan to attend the VFC Convention this month. 
 

Chapter 1837 in Wilderness Trail:
This is the smallest Chapter in numbers but they make up for it in hard work and fellowship with each other at their monthly meetings where they manage to have a special area to meet in the restaurant and had an interesting program the day I visited.  I happen to be sitting next to a lady who knew the MSW Intern that I was supervising at the time and it tickled her to hear how well her life is going now--and I enjoyed hearing her stories of my Intern when she was a child. When I returned to work the next day, she was surprised when I told her some things she couldn't believe I knew about her...but then I had to confess my "inside resource  information".  
 

Chapter 2330 in SW Highlands:
When I was first elected to AVP, I traveled with George Hawkins to this Chapter's meeting in Abingdon. I had hoped to return when our VFC President Ann Collins visited there this month, but was not able to get off duty because some of my coworkers were on vacation and I was needed to cover patient care.  I know they enjoyed hearing the enthusiastic presentation she gave if it was anything like her talk at the Roanoke Chapter meeting this month.  I especially enjoyed the updates she gave us when she was honored to be a delegate at the WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING (along with our National President Charlie Fallis...both from Virginia)! 
 

It has indeed been a pleasure to serve this past year in the field as the AVP for Area VI in Southwest Virginia where my Dad grew up in Dickenson County and gave me and my four brothers the work ethics we have today.  One of his ancestors served as Clerk of Court in the First House of Burgesses (and my Great-Grandfather taught calligraphy in bib-overalls)! So it's in my blood to be a "civil servant".  And as Dad always said, "A man's word is his bond, and his work is his signature".  With the limited time I have while working a full time job (33 yrs. civil service) and NARFE--I have attempted to do all I could to support our causes and to encourage others to join in our ongoing efforts. God bless you all for the privilege of serving and for all the good help you gave me so that the work could get done.   
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