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James C. Nobles, Area V Vice President

The 2005-2006 year was a busy time for our Area.  Our Chapters have been very cooperative and have worked to accomplish the things they were asked to do.  For that I say a BIG THANKS to the six Chapter Presidents and other Officers for a job well done.  Our efforts have not always been successful but we have tried and our Legislators know where we stand.  It looks as if this next year will be very challenging and will require a strong effort on the part of all members.  With the budget crunch that our nation is now in money will be tight, and under such circumstances the first place the Congress will look is in the area of our benefits, Medicare and Social Security.  Therefore, it behooves us to be observant of what Congress is doing and be ready to contact our Congressmen and Senators and let them know where we stand.

The VFC has a goal to increase membership by at least 5% during the next year.  This is a goal that is reasonable and achievable if we all work together.  To achieve the goal in our Area it means that we must increase our membership by 25 for the year.  Now this does not mean that we just recruit 25 new members, it means that we must recruit a new member for each death and one for each person that does not renew their membership, in addition to the 25.  If we do so we will meet the membership goal set by the VFC.

During my four years as Area VP and in view of the fact that I will not seek another term, I want to address an area that I am concerned about.  As you know, our membership has decreased over the past few years, not just in Area V, but also the state of Virginia and the nation.  In efforts to recruit new members and to encourage the renewal of membership, there is one question that is almost always asked and that is:  “What has NARFE done or is now doing to justify my membership.”  This tells me that NARFE has not done and is not doing a good job of informing and educating our members on the results of NARFE’s efforts.  I am fully aware of the NARFE magazine, and the fact that NARFE puts a great deal of information out over the internet, but how many of our members have access to the internet.  In Area V it is not a large percentage, probably no more that 20%, if that many.  I am convinced that if we want to see our organization grow we must do a better job of informing members of the results of NARFE’s efforts. It must start with National and flow down to the individual Chapters, and it must start now if we are serious about putting a stop to the loss of Members.  Remember that A WELL INFORMED MEMBER IS A SATISFIED MEMBER.
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