VFC ANNUAL REPORT – 2006

William Masterson, Area IX Vice President

All Chapter Presidents in Area IX have worked hard this past year to hold onto their members and to recruit new members. Chapter members staffed NARFE display tables at several health fairs and participated jointly with National Capital Area Alzheimer's Association to raise the awareness of NARFE. Special thanks go to Chapter 893, Springfield and Chapter 1270, Woodbridge, as they ranked second and fourth among Virginia Chapters in Alzheimer's contributions. Chapter 1270 received first prize on its float in the Woodbridge Fourth of July parade.  Chapter 1159, Annandale, entered their fall community parade for the first time. 

Overall, Area IX ended 2005 with fewer members than we started with at the end of 2004. However, Alexandria Chapter 232, Manassas Chapter 356, and Chapter 356, Woodbridge Chapter 1270, recorded membership gains with an influx of Current Federal Employees (CFEs). I have enjoyed visiting all the Chapters over the past year and I am impressed with their efforts.

Five of the six Area IX chapters were represented at the Chapter Management Development Series Symposium at Harrisburg, PA last September.  VFC President Ann Collins, a member of Springfield Chapter 893, was one of the "jump start" speakers.  The symposium afforded us an opportunity to discuss which measures work best, which work not so well, and which don't work at all in the recruitment and retention of members.  NARFE President Fallis highlighted the need to identify and train new leaders who will lead this Association.

Area IX and X members staffed a table with NARFE membership information at the Northern Virginia TRIAD meeting, the Northern Virginia Aging Network (NVAN) Legislative Breakfast Forum, and two town meetings on Medicare Part D (drug program) sponsored by Congressmen Tom Davis and Jim Moran. 

During NARFE Lobby Week, March 20-24, VFC National Legislation Chair Charles Delaplane arranged for NARFE members from Areas IX and X to meet with Legislative Assistants at the offices of Senator Warner and Senator Allen in Washington, DC. Members meeting with Congressman Tom Davis on March 17 at his Annandale office were VFC President Ann Collins;  VFC National Legislation Chair Charles Delaplane; VP Sharon Forrest,  Springfield Chapter 893; President Carolyn Buttolph and Shirley Martin, Vienna Chapter 1116; VP Pierce Johnson and National Legislation Chair Robert Hall, Woodbridge Chapter 1270; National Legislation Chair Jack Wyatt, Annandale Chapter 1159; and  President Ralph Thompson and 1st VP Norma Holmes, Fairfax Chapter 737.  I arranged for a meeting on March 29 with Congressman Jim Moran's staff.  These meetings went well as Federal retiree benefits were not targeted in the recently enacted 2006 Budget nor in the pending 2007 Budget.  Our opposition to health savings accounts (HSAs) was stressed  We expressed our appreciation for their sponsorship of  Premium Conversion legislation. 

The Northern Virginia Caucus of Chapters (NVCC) which includes chapter officers from Areas IX and X meets monthly .  Although not an official NARFE organization, NVCC serves as an excellent forum for discussing the problems and successes of the chapters as well as local and state political issues.

(Compiled by VFC Secretary Robert Miller from VFC Notes and VFC records and reports.) 
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