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Robert  H. Boyd, Area III Vice President

As I looked back at the report that I did last year my first thought was that I could use the same thing this year because a lot of what I said is still applicable.

The first year was a learning experience and so was this past year. Not only have I had a learning experience so have the Chapters in Area III.  They have had to learn about me the good the bad and the indifferent, yes I have all three!  My largest hurdle has been to practice patience.  I have had to relearn that all of the “workers” in the Chapters are volunteers and most of them do their work on a volunteer pace.  I’m the same way with another volunteer job that I have – I do it at my pace and if the pace gets too fast or slow I can just move on to something else.

Area III Chapters are still as different as the stars in the sky and I guess that is the way it should be.  

Of the seven Chapters in Area III four of them have a new President so for 2006 it will be up to those new Presidents to develop the character of their Chapter.  Will it be alive with lots of energy and upbeat or will it take another direction?  Time will tell us.

Last year most Chapters developed a Chapter Membership Plan but apparently those plans didn’t work too well since the Area lost membership.  I know that a lot of the Chapters did a lot on recruitment and retention but others did not.  I heard one of the Area Vice Presidents say that her Chapters were still back in the 80s and 90s.  I believe that some of the ones in Area III are thinking back too far also.  There are too many tools available to us today that we did not have 20 years ago and we need to use them to our advantage in our efforts to recruit and retain members.

Chapter activities included trips, trading post, barbeques and breakfasts, golf tournaments etc., all in an effort to gain new members, raise money for Alzheimer’s research and to raise operating money for the Chapter.  These activities are also great events for member socialization.

Each Chapter has been encouraged to update its Web site and to use the NARFE web site to obtain information and assistance and some are moving in that direction.

Speaking of the 80s and 90s lets go back a few more years.  Do you remember?

SHE KISSED THE HAIRBRUSH BY MISTAKE ~ SHE THOUGHT IT WAS HER HUSBAND JAKE 

DON'T LOSE YOUR HEAD TO GAIN A MINUTE ~ YOU NEED YOUR HEAD YOUR BRAINS ARE IN IT 

CAR IN DITCH ~ DRIVER IN TREE ~ THE MOON WAS FULL ~ AND SO WAS HE. 

Have a great year!
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