VFC ANNUAL REPORT – 2006

Joan F. Marvel, Area II Vice President

There are five distinct and individual Chapters within Area II.  After coming on board as Area II VP, I ordered what one Chapter President called a Survival Kit for each Chapter President.  It consisted of forms needed and position duties as well as materials required to maintain and recruit new members.  I attended Chapter meetings with the exception of the Eastern Shore Chapter that meets only twice a year.  What follows is a brief synopsis of what has taken place within each of these Chapters since September 2005.

Chapter 5—This Chapter was literally dying just like many of its members.  There were no programs.  Members were not called to remind them of the upcoming meetings.  The first meeting I attended there were only three people there, not including the President, recently elected 1st VP and Secretary/Treasurer.  This has changed.  There is now a complete program listing up to and including the end of the year.  The 1st VP is now handling the M-112s as Membership chair also.  The Secretary/Treasurer is a very organized person and just stepped in and started the ball rolling.  This is exactly what it takes to keep a Chapter alive.  Since there were not many coming to the meeting what do you do to contact your members?  Chapter came up with an AUTO-CALL Service that will call members from a listing provided to them.  The listing was not current but better than none at all.  The cost was minimal so they went for it.  The results will be seen at their April 2006 meeting.  Congratulations Chapter 5 for your efforts!

Chapter 66—This Chapter has fantastic turn out at their monthly meetings.  How would you like to be told your meeting place of many years is going to be torn down?  That was the news given to this Chapter President.  Luckily the 1st VP contacted her church and they were willing to make a place available for the Chapter until a location could be found.  The new location is in the Ames Building, Wards Corner in Norfolk.  Wonderful location for this Chapter and to its President, JOB WELL DONE!  Speaking of this Chapter President, he personally greets and welcomes each and every member that attends the monthly meetings.  Could this be why their membership turn out at the monthly meetings is so good?

Chapter 1175—This Chapter is located on the Eastern Shore and I believe covers more zip codes than any other Chapter.  They meet only twice a year this is due to the area covered.  They have maintained their membership with a slight increase.  The Chapter President and his wife are the backbone of this Chapter.  The President also works full time.  They are doing a wonderful job and should be commended for their joint efforts.

Chapter 974—This Chapter is one of the best-informed Chapters regarding legislative issues, State and National.  How would you like to attend their Christmas Luncheon and sit down beside Ken Stolle and have him address the BRAC Commisson/Oceana and its effect on Virginia Beach as well as the transportation problem within the Commonwealth of Virginia?  Well that happened to me and the folks in attendance were given the facts.  Maybe not what they wanted to hear but the real facts.

Chapter 1827—This Chapter is one of the most active Chapters within the area.   They also have a wonderful meeting turnout.  What they are doing that is different than the other Chapters within the area is that they are getting more Current Federal Employees as members.  This is an excellent effort on their part.  Fact is when I first met the new Chapter President my comment to him was, “It is good to see a young person take this office.”

All in all I hope I have conveyed the diversity of each and every one of these wonderful Chapters and their efforts to retain and recruit new members.  They all attended, with the exception of Eastern Shore because the President had to work, the training given in Portsmouth on March 27, 2006.  You are wondering how I can say this when these reports were due March 20, 2006.  Simple, I missed the deadline and worked like heck to get this in before the date that would have excluded it.  All Chapters with the exception of Eastern Shore now have e-mail contact and can obtain the Membership Reports and data on the NARFE website. All Chapters will be attending the April Convention.  This has not happened in a very long time.  I CLOSE WITH ACCOLADES TO THE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS OF EACH CHAPTER WITHIN AREA II.  It has been an honor and pleasure to work with you this past year.
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