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During the past year I attended all VFC Board of Directors meetings and held Area I Council of Chapters meetings following each Board meeting. The Area meetings are a useful vehicle for providing information on VFC Board meeting decisions and for requesting actions to be taken by the chapters. I visited all the chapters, attended their Christmas parties, and installed their 2005 officers. I also volunteered to serve as the 2006 NARFE/VFC Convention Data Base Manager. My involvement  as the 2005 Convention Data Base Manager was most helpful as I could again use the database reports that I designed for the 2005 convention chairs.

The Area I chapters are all active and doing well. Thanks to each chapter for your hard work and energy at the “grass roots” level of  NARFE. Special thanks to Paul Componation for stepping in and taking over the Middle Peninsula Chapter 1757 after President Joanne Brummel passed away last summer. One objective that I think we might concentrate on, at the chapter level, is to increase community awareness of NARFE.  I invited Carolyn Wilson, VFC Public Relations Chair, to the February Council of Chapters Meeting and she gave an excellent talk with lots of  PR ideas that should be helpful to the chapters in increasing their visibility. 

NARFE is primarily a political organization and we have been busy raising NARFE visibility with our legislators. In August, Peninsula Chapter 682 representatives and myself met with Representative Bobby Scott (D) 3rd Congressional District and were successful in getting him to sign on again as Co-sponsor for the Premium Conversion bill. In October, Williamsburg Chapter 685 held a legislative forum attended by Senator Tommy Norment (R) - 3rd Senate District, Delegates Phil Hamilton (R) - 93rd House District, and Bill Barlow (D) - 64th House District. In January Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis (R) - 1st Congressional District, was well received with a large turnout at the Williamsburg Chapter 685 meeting. Also, in January we represented NARFE at Delegate Phil Hamilton’s Focus 2006 Breakfast in Newport News.

Area  I chapter voting members increased from 1,318 to 1,333 during 2005, a net increase of 15 new members. This increase was due, primarily, on the successful efforts of Marie Collins in signing up new members through Pre-Retirement Seminars and Health Fairs.  Thanks Marie for all your hard work. Although we have gained  enough new members to offset deaths, non-renewals, and transfers out, we need to continue to attract more new members in 2006. My special thanks to all Area I chapter officers and members for their hard work and support. If you have any ideas or suggestions for improving NARFE effectiveness in our area, I’d like to hear from you. It has been my pleasure to serve you as the Area I Vice President this past year.
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