VFC ANNUAL REPORT – 2006

Wilton L. Ward, Azheimer’s Chair
Once again, VFC members came through with “flying colors” in support of the NARFE Alzheimer’s research program during calendar 2005.  Donations from individuals, chapters, golf tournaments, dinner dances, silent auctions, 50-50’s, yard sales, raffles, luncheons, memorial gifts, business entities and other projects resulted in a new high VFC record.  Total donations through December 31 totaled $58,851.35, seven percent over our goal of $55,000.  Together, we set records. Mrs. Ann Collins, VFC President, and Mrs. Joan Veazey, Chair, National Alzheimer’s Committee, join me in thanking every one who participated during the year.  Our goal for 2006 will be established by the VFC Alzheimer’s Committee at its meeting during the Convention.
The top five chapters in donations were Falls Run, Springfield, Midlothian, Woodbridge, and Winchester.  The top five chapters per member were Falls Run, Colonial Beach, Northern Neck, Louisa, and Woodbridge.

Nationally, the donations towards the $7 Million by 2007 goal were $6,194,459 as of January 31, 2006.  The VFC continues to lead all Federations.  Also, Mrs. Veazey has announced that the National Committee selected two additional research projects for NARFE support at its last meeting in 2005.  Mrs. Veazey will attend our convention and participate in the Alzheimer’s Committee meeting.

Our fund raisers at the Convention will be our traditional silent auction and 50-50 (several winners), and again this year, a raffle.  Full participation by Convention attendees will greatly assist in meeting our goal for the year.

While fund raising is the prime activity of the VFC Alzheimer’s program, educational activities are also important.  For example,  chapter volunteers from VFC Areas IX and X cooperated with the National Capitol Area Alzheimer’s Association in conducting six Health Fairs during the fall – promoting NARFE activities and Alzheimer’s Association educational efforts.  Other chapters were also  involved in Health Fairs and similar activities.  In addition, I attended the January 2006 meeting of the Virginia Alzheimer’s and Related Diseases Commission.  A Midlothian chapter member is a member of the Commission and has attended the meetings for several years.  This group is significantly aware and appreciative of  NARFE’s Alzheimer’s activities.

During the past year, I have been the program speaker at several chapter meetings and now have one chapter meeting on my schedule.  Other requests will be welcomed.

The more I learn about Alzheimer’s and meet individuals whose families are affected by the disease, the more I realize just how important our NARFE Alzheimer’s program is and will continue to be.  It is an honor to be a member of the VFC team.  Again, thanks for all who participated.  “Do unto others….”
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