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	National Active and Retired Federal Employees

                               Association

               Virginia Federation of Chapters





                                                                                                                                                             October 2011

MEMO TO VFC CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 

SUBJECT:  2012 NARFE VFC CONVENTION BULLETIN #1

FROM:  LUTHER SANTIFUL, VFC 1ST Vice President

                (VFC Convention Coordinator)

                Santiful@aol.com 

It’s that time again -- time to start making plans for the 2012 VFC Convention. April is a great time to get together and the Richmond Area provides an ideal location for our activities.  Encourage your chapter members to start planning now to attend the VFC Convention.  

CONVENTION DATES: April 22-25

OPENING SESSION: Monday, 23 April at 0900 

WELCOMING RECEPTION: Monday, 23 April

BANQUET: Tuesday, 24 April

CLOSING SESSION: Wednesday, 25 April at noon 

Since this will not be the Easter weekend, convention registration will begin in the afternoon on Sunday, April 22.  The convention will be held at the Holiday Inn Koger Center, 1021 Koger Center Blvd., 10800 Block of Midlothian Turnpike, Richmond (Midlothian), VA. 23235.  Phone 1-800-397-1034 (toll free) or 1-804-379-3800 (Fax 1-804-379-2763) for room reservations.  Ask for the NARFE /VFC Convention Room Rate of $91 plus tax (total: $102.83)—credit card will hold reservation.  Make reservations directly with hotel by April 8, 2012.  After that date, reservations are subject to availability.  The Holiday Inn Koger Center offers free parking. 

HOSTS:    The hosts for this year’s convention are the six chapters in Area VII:  Winchester Chapter 180, Shenandoah County Chapter 2358, Page Valley Chapter 1793, Staunton-Waynesboro-Augusta County Chapter 178, Harrisonburg Chapter 164 and Charlottesville-Albermarle Chapter 135. A complete list of 2012 Convention Committee members is enclosed. 

REGISTRATION AND BANQUET.  The registration and banquet information (Form VFC 58-1) is included with this bulletin and may be reproduced, as needed, or printed from the VFC website at www.vanarfe.org.  This year, the form has a separate category for lead delegate; therefore, please identify the lead delegate for your chapter on the registration form.  Each delegate, alternate, national officer, member or guest planning to attend the convention must complete and submit a form with payment by check (please do not send cash).  The standalone registration fee is $20 per person (late registration – after March 15 is $25).  Registration forms must be postmarked NLT March 15, 2012 in order for names to appear in the Convention Program Book.  The banquet fee is $35 per person.  A new menu has been developed by the Holiday Inn Chef. Choose one of the four entrées listed on the registration form.  Banquet fees are refundable if requested prior to March 28, 2012. Tables seat 8-10 people.  There will no reserved seating.  Chapters are encouraged to collect registration/banquet forms with checks and forward to the convention committee as soon as possible.  Mailings from individual members are welcome, too.  All instructions are listed on the enclosed VFC Form 58-1.

AGENDA DEVELOPMENT:  The program committee would appreciate suggestions or possible speakers.  Please have your chapter contact Steve Dansker (sdansker2002@yahoo.com), Convention Chair, with agenda ideas. 

ADS:  We encourage you to support the convention by placing a patron and/or chapter ad in the program book.  Chapter members are invited to support the convention, too, by displaying their chapter pride in one of the five categories for convention supporters.  And, as you know, the major source of funding for the convention comes from commercial advertising placed in the program book. Please ask your members to help us by reminding your local merchants of this wonderful opportunity to reach out to the NARFE community.  Chapters obtaining commercial ads totaling $500+ will receive a 10% rebate after the convention.  It is an easy way to earn some extra money for the chapter.  At the same time, you and your members will help build an awareness of NARFE within the local community and help the VFC in our efforts toward making NARFE a household word in Virginia.   We are counting on your chapter’s full participation and support!  Make all checks payable to 2012 VFC-NARFE Convention and mail all convention materials to 2012 VFC-NARFE Convention Committee, P.O. Box 332, Basye, VA 22810-0332. 

ADVERTISING IN PROGRAM BOOK.  The letter of introduction for members to use in obtaining ads is included with this bulletin and may be reproduced, as needed.  The chapter president or designated representative should complete and provide the form letter to members seeking advertising on behalf of NARFE VFC.  We are asking each chapter to appoint a person to serve as ad/convention supporter to coordinate with the Ads Program Chair to maximize the selling of commercial, patron, chapter and member ads. The advertising contract which is also included, may be reproduced as needed, or printed from the VFC website at  www.vanarfe.org. As an incentive for merchants and patrons to purchase ads, we will post ads that cost more than $100 on our VFC website.   All instructions are included on the ad contract form.  All ads must be camera ready and postmarked NLT March 15, 2012.  Forms for Member and Chapter Ads (VFC 58-1-1) and Commercial and Patron Ads (VFC 58-2-1) are enclosed.

CONVENTION SUPPORTERS.   An invitation sheet to every chapter member is included with this bulletin and may be reproduced, as needed, or printed from the VFC website at www.vanarfe.org.  Chapter members are invited to show support and chapter pride by contributing in one of five categories:  Super Angel - $25; Angel - $15; Cheerleader - $10;  Booster - $5; and Supporter - $1.  Names of all contributors will be published in the program book provided contributions are postmarked NLT March 15, 2012.  Chapters are encouraged to collect convention supporter forms with checks, consolidate into a typed listing and forward to the convention committee.  

 DELEGATES.  Chapter delegates and alternates should be elected early in order to take advantage of the lower NARFE rate of $91 plus tax.  The number of delegates authorized is based on chapter membership as recorded on the December 31, 2011 Annual Membership Report (which will be provided to each Chapter by the VFC Secretary in mid-January 2012).  Pursuant to Article V, Section 3 of the VFC Constitution and By-Laws, each Chapter is entitled to one (1) delegate for each 25 members or fraction thereof.  Alternates may be selected in a number equal to the total delegate representation.

THEME:  The six chapters in Area VII are brain-storming ideas for this year’s theme.  Look for their choice in Bulletin #2.

MEMORIAL SERVICE.  A memorial service will be conducted for those members that passed away during the period January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2011. Any member who passed away previous to January 1, 2011 and has not been recognized in a memorial service many be included in the 2012 Convention service. Please print or type the names of those members and chapter name and number to which they belonged and send to  VFC Chaplain Robert L. Brady (rbradyeast@aol.com), 2078 McGahey Lane, McGaheysville, VA 22840-2123  by February 1, 2012. 

ALZHEIMER’S SILENT AUCTION AND 50/50 DRAWING.  Each chapter is encouraged to donate one or more items for the Alzheimer’s Silent Auction.  The items should have a minimum value of $25 and be in excellent condition.  New items are preferred.  The donated items should be delivered to the Alzheimer’s table ASAP after arriving at the convention hotel.  A gift receipt will be provided.  All items will be displayed with adequate security.  The 50/50 Drawing Tickets will be available at the same table.  Checks for silent auction items and donations are to be made payable to: “Alzheimer’s Research/NARFE.”   All unsold items must be reclaimed by the donor chapter prior to the close of the convention.  For more information or to volunteer to assist the Alzheimer’s table, contact Donna Shackelford, VFC Alzheimer Chair. 703-830-6590, or Marge Peevy, Convention Silent Auction Chair, 540-852-3220.

RESOLUTIONS.  Since there is a NARFE National Convention in 2012, chapters are encouraged to submit resolutions that require National Convention action.  VFC By-Laws state that “All proposed resolutions except Constitution and By-Laws changes shall be submitted to the [VFC] Secretary [Bill Schmidt] at least 75 days before the convention [NLT February 4, 2012].  All VFC Constitution & By-Laws changes shall be submitted to the Secretary and the Constitution & By-Laws Committee Chairman [Pierce Johnson] at least 100 days before the Convention [NLT January 10, 2012].” Addresses are: Bill Schmidt (billschmidt39@yahoo.com), 5707 Ottawa Road, Centreville, VA 20120-5837 and Pierce Johnson (radmpierce@gmail.com), 17439 Four Seasons Drive, Dumfries, VA 22025-1872.

THE 2012 VFC CONVENTION NOMINATING COMMITTEE is soliciting NARFE members who want to run for office.  The offices include: President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  If you or one of your chapter members is interested in one of these positions, please forward your resume to Maureen Nolet, VFC Nominating Committee Chair no later than 15 December 2011 for consideration.  The committee will meet to review all resumes as well as interview all potential candidates as necessary.  Each of the ten areas in Virginia is represented by a member and an alternate.  The VFC Organizational Handbook states that the committee will nominate at least one candidate for each of the elected offices, as well as nominations from the floor will be heard.  It is requested that incumbents notify the committee of their intent to run for office.  The committee must submit a report to the VFC President, and the chair will provide a report at the convention.  The committee thanks everyone for their interest and input.

CHAPTER BANNERS.   Each chapter is encouraged to bring your chapter banner for display in the hotel lobby. Banners should be brought to the convention registration table for hanging.  On the last morning of the convention, Wednesday, chapter banners must be picked up at the convention registration area.

THANK YOU in advance for your participation and support.  Convention information will be updated in Bulletin #2.  Direct questions and comments to the Convention Chair Steve Dansker at sdansker2002@yahoo.com.

Enclosures:

1.  Form VFC 58-1 Registration and Banquet

2.  Form VFC 58-1-1 Ad Contract with sample formats-Member and Chapter

3.  Form VFC 58-2-1 Ad Contract with sample formats-Commercial and Patron

4.  Form VFC 58-3-2 Multiple Supporter Listing

5.  Form VFC 58-4 Invitation to Members – Convention Supporters

6.  Form VFC 58-5 Letter of Introduction for NARFE member Ad sales

7.  2012 VFC Convention Committee Members

8.  Form VFC F-3A Proposed Convention Resolutions

9.  Form VFC F-3C Proposed Form By-Laws/Standing Rule Amendment
NOTE:  If you are no longer holding the office of Chapter President or if you will not be President during 2012, please pass this correspondence on to your successor.  Thanks.
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